
In Inbor&iory No. S3 of the old plant
of the Badiaahu Company In Oppau.
The laboratory was raised bodily by
the air pressure from the shock and
then collapsed, not a single one of the
8t»0 workers in It escaping death, this
account states.
The concussions ware so tprriflc that

they were felt in this city, some thirty-
Ave miles from the scene. Many roofs
were blown off houses and all the win¬
dows in the town were broken at
Worms. The shock was felt as far as

Frankfort, more than forty miles
away, and many windows were broken
there.
Tho whole district was enveloped in

thick smoke, which, together with tho
cutting of telegraph and telephone com¬

munication with neighboring towns,
hampered the efforts at assistance.
The Badische Anlllnfabrlk company s

plant at Ludwigshafen, one of tho
largest in Germany, was not harmed.
The Frankenthai sugar refinery, how¬
ever, was considerably damaged. In
Frankfort the street cars were tempo¬
rarily tied up by the effects of the con¬
cussion.
The region in the Rhine Palatinate

where to-day's disastrous explosion oc¬
curred was developed during the war into
one of the most extensive and productive
of Germany's chemical munition supply
districts. Oppau Itself is a compara¬
tively small town with only a few thou¬
sand population, but near by are
Frankenthai, a considerably larger
place, and Ludwigshafen. which has a

population of some 75,000 and which
during the war was accounted tho larg¬
est of the German chemical manufac¬
turing plants for war purposes. The
chemical works there are still on a vast
scale. It is about seven miles southeast
of Frankenthai and directly across the
Rhine from Mannheim.

Burins' the war the region was fre¬
quently bombarded byallled air squad¬
rons, Ludwigshafen being their particu¬
lar target.

FRENCH ON GUARD DUTY
AT THE WORKS KILLED

Other Soldiers on Transport
at Mannheim Injured.

London, Sept. 22 (Thursday.. A

despatch to the London Times from
Mayence says that all the members of
a party of French soldiers on guard
duty at the Oppau works were killed
and that a number of French soldiers
aboard a French transport unloading in
Mannheim harbor were injured.
The despatch adds that the old palace

in Mannh.'.lm was badly damaged and
that the National Theatre was rendered
unsafe and performances In it forbidden.

NITROGEN TANK BURSTS,
SETTING OFF 4 OTHERS

All in Building at Oppau Be-
lievea to Have Perished.

Berlin, Sept. 21..The Ludwigshafen
correspondent of the Allcgemeine /(sitting
says that the disaster at Oppau was1
caused by the explosion of a nitrogen!
tank, after which four other tanks ex-

ploded. In the building at the time
were 800 workers, and all of them. It Is!
feared, perished, rieces of machinery;
weighing half a ton were hurled into!
Ludwigshafen.
The correspondent says he learns that

a new process of manufacture was being!
tested In the laboratory.
The Boerse committee has decided,'

in view of the lack of details concerning!
the damage to the Badische Analln-
fabrilv plant, to omit its stock from the
official lift.

FRANCE AWAITING
V. S. WITHDRAWAL

Rhine Force Down to 85,000,
but Surplus Is Intact.

Speoial Cable to Tub Nnw York Hb*ai.p
Copyright, 1021, by Thb Ntw Yuxx TunuLi).

New York Herald Bureau, 1
r-.irW Sept 21. (

The French War Office nas announced
that France's contingent on the Rhine
has been reduced to 85,000 officers and
men. all the forces sent to the Ruhr
border several months ago, when an ad¬
vance was thought probable within
forty-eight hours' notice, having been
withdrawn to garrisons In Alsace and
I-orraine. These forces will be kept In¬
tact, however, for any emerge ncy which
may develop, such as the withdrawal of
'he American Army of Occupation from
Poblenz, which officials here arc con¬
vinced is only a matter of a few weeks.

It is understood that France has
reached an agreement with Belgium
whereby the French will occupy Coblenz
It the Anu-rlcans withdraw from there.

It is announced that a conference to
rludy the question of the coat of the
armies of occupation in the Rhlncland
will meet in Brussels from October 15 to
October 25. The United {States, It is un¬
derstood, will bo repi esent»d.

VIENNA BOURSE CLOSED
AFTER MOBS ATTACK IT

Socialists Force Agreement
for Financial Reforms.

Fprdal Cable to Tub New Yo«k Hs*au>.
Copimght. Hit, by Tub Nkw Yohk Hkxai.d.
Vienna, Sept. 21..Wild speculation

In foreign exchange, with a correspond¬
ing fall In quotations on the Austrian
crown, led to serious incidents hoi«.
yesterday. Indiana t mobs gathered In
front of the Bourse building and
smashed windows. The offices of several
money brokers were wrecked and men
suspected of speculating in foreign ex¬
change were beaten.
The Bourse has been closed tempo¬

rarily. following a conference between
Otto Bauer, Social Democratic leader,
and Chancellor Schober, when the Chan¬
cellor agreed that the Socialists re¬
enter the Ministry snd also assented to
the enaitmept of their radical scheme
for immediate financial reform. The
. chancellor admitted that this waa the
only possible means of averting Aus¬
tria's financial collapse, which the
Roi-lallsta insist will come unless specu¬
lation in exchange is checked.
The Socialists demanded that the

Government show Its good faith In ac¬
cepting the Socialist scheme by closing
the exchange and stopping all specula¬
tion In foreign exchange. Their speak¬
ers threaten that the Bourse will be
dosed permanently if profiteering in
foreign exchange values does not cease.
Telegraphers sre refusing to transmit
messages relating to financial transac-
tions.

COUNT LERCHENFELD
PREMIER OF BAVARIA

Wins by 86 Majority, Easily
Beating Dr. von Kahr.

Munich, Sept. 21..The Landtag by a

majorHy of 88 votes, to-day elected
Count Hugo I^erchenfeld as Premier.
Twenty votes were cast for Dr. von
Kahr, the former Premier. Thirty-nine
members abstained from voting. Count
Lerchenfeld accepted the post.
Count Uerchenfelil belongs to the old

Rnvarian nobility. He was Uavariun
Minister to Warsaw during the war and
afterward became the plenipotentiary of
the German Republic at Darmstadt. He
Is dcscrlliecl as an amiable aristocrat
with conciliatory views.

LENINE IS FAILING,
Goes to Suburbs to Be

Spared Active Part in
State Affairs.

STRENGTH GIVING WAY

Fight in Soviet Congress to
Alter Bolshevist Princi¬

ples Proved Strain.

TROTZKY OFF TO ODESSA

Reorganizing* Army to Resist
Pctlura's Bands, Alleged
Backed by Rumania.

Special Cable to Tub New Yoik IIiuui.
Copyright, Itlt, by Tub New Yoek Herald.
Moscow, Sept. 19, via London, Sept.

22..The Russian Soviet Government
is virtually without the services of
Nikolai Lenine, who is recuperating in
the suburbs of Moscow and is passing
much of his time shooting.birds. Great
secrecy is maintained regarding his
whereabouts. It is stoutly denied at the
Kremlin that he is ill, but The New
York Herald correspondent learned
that he is spared any active participa¬
tion in state affairs, save when his
"yes" or "no" is needed to determine
major questions of policy.
Lenine's strength began to give way

after the All Soviet Congress, in which
he bore the brunt of the flght in forc¬

ing through his new economic policy
which was tantamount to an abandon¬
ment of the principles of Bolshevism.
Leon Trotzky. Soviet War Minister,

also is absent from Moscow, having per¬
sonal charge of the preparations for the
mobilization of southern Russian forces
to be held in readiness should Rumania
attack Russia. He is expected to return
here in about three weeke.

It is officially stated there Is no truth
in reports that an American relief train
was seized by the Bolsheviki. Neatly
$3,000,000 worth of food is now within
Russia's frontiers. It has not been in¬
terfered with In any respect. Also re¬

ports of a great fire in Moscow are

without foundation.

Special Cable to Tub Nrw Yoik IIrkai-d.

Copyright, 19S1, by Thc New York Hbhald.
Reval, via London, Sept. 22. . Leon

Trotzky, Russlnn Bolshevist Minister of
War, L In Odessa owing to the Kuina-
nlan menace. Ho Is reorganising the
Bolshevist army.
Speaking before the Odossa Soviet, he

characterized Gen. Petlura's bamle as

under Rumanian protection and formed
for the purpose of seizing the Kam-
enctz-Podolak and Mogllevaky districts,
which, Trotzky declared, the invaders
wish to use us a baso for further mili¬
tary operations.
"We do not want war. for our object

Is the economic reconstruction of Rus¬
sia." Trotzky said. "But we must pro¬
tect our western frontier. We are
strong enough to defeat our enemies,
and if our enemies attack us their fron¬
tier will not bo to-morrow where It
is to-day."
A long radio despatch has Just been

pent out by Tchltcherln, Bolshevist Min¬
ister for Foreign Affairs, accusing tho
Polish General Staff of supplying the
"White" Russian leader. Boris Savln-
knff. who was Minister of War in tho
Kerensky Cabinet, with money and
arms to raid Russian territory and
wreck trains. He says he Is In posses¬
sion of a mass of documentary evidence,
'ncltidlng letters signed by Major Kesh-
kovsky of tho Polish General Staff,
".ovlng this.
Tchltcherln admits that "an extremely

active partisan warfare" Is being car¬
ried on by Savlnkoff In Russia's west¬
ern provinces, and as Poland has just
handed th" Soviet Minister for Foreltn
Affairs a third protest against Russla'o
fulfilment of the Russo-Pollsh peace
treaty. It Is evident that the situation
may rapidly become grr ve.

Tchltcherln asserts that Rumnnla
Is supporting Petlura's hands the same
way that Poland la charged with sup¬
porting Savinkoff. and that trains are

being wrecked and provisions looted.
"It is ridiculous for America to send

rupplles to aid the famine sufferers If
Poland.that Is to say, French.money
organizes raids for their destruction."
he declares.
Other opinion, however, is that hungry

Russian peasants are themselves wreck¬
ing some of the food trains.

SERBIAN KING IN DARK
AS TO ALBANIAN WAR

Sprrial Cable to Thb Nrw York I'rmin.
Copyright, Its/, by The Nrw Ycibk Hem lb.

»w York Herald Bureau, I
Paris, Srpi. *|. {

Inquiry at the suite of the King of
Serbia In the Trianon Palace Hotel
In Versailles has elicited the statement
that no Information had been received
ther" that a state of war exists between
Serbia and Albania.
The King had Intended leaving Paris

for Belgrade at the end of this week,
hut Thb New Ytuk Herald correspond¬
ent here was Informed that the King's
physicians declared the Journey was Im¬
possible for him at this time.
The King Is suffering a slight relapse,

which has Just necessitated urgeu*
treatment. He probably will be con¬
fined to his bed several days longer.
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FAGNANI EXPULSION LAID
TO PRO-GERMAN PLOT HERE

Continued from First Page.

Then, during the trip to the frontier,
she provided luncheon for their guard,
>vith the result that he forgot his official
instructions and discussed his war ex-
periences. Only once did he show the
humorous psychology of the German
policeman. That was when Mrs. Fag-
nani opened one of her valises and the
guard noticed a two-bladed Knife an
inch long on a keyring. This knife Is
an heirloom. The guard became excited
on seeing it and warned her against try¬
ing to prevent deportation by cutting her
arteries. He appeared greatly relieved
when Dr. Fagnanl put the knife In his
pocket.

Dr. Fagnanl referred to a German
suggestion that he was in Germany
collecting Information to be used
against the country in a course of lec¬
tures. He said:

"I never had any lntontion of gather¬
ing information in Germany for use
against that country. It would be worth
nothing. Such a likelihood would not
havo suggested itself to the Germans
unless they feared disclosures of some
sort."

Although naturally not desiring to
give the Germans any basis for such
an argument against their admission
into Germany, Dr. and Mrs. Fagnanl
agreed that they had gathered the Im¬
pression while there that the Germans
wero longing for revenge and the re¬
covery of Alsace and Lorraine, and
that they were not willing to admit they
had been defeated.

They pointed out that In an article
by a German General, published In the
Munich Neueste Nachrichtung recently.
It was declared that the Germans had
not lost the battle of the Marne, but
that the German troops were ordered
by their headquarters to retire, these
headquarters being too far from the
scene of operations to know that the
German forces actually had been vic¬
torious. This Oenerul declared that
the French were amazed when they
found they were left in possession of the
field.

Dr. Fagnanl declared this afternoon
that he had intended making a protest
against his deportation through the
American Embassy here, but that when
he told his story to a young official there
the latter apparently considered the mat¬
ter of little Importance. Ambassador
Herrick was busy with conferences In
connection with the arrival of Gen.
Pershing In Paris to-day, and was able
to accord to Dr. Fagnanl only a casual
greeting.

"Naturally, I decided to put the mat¬
ter up to the State Department," he said.
"I am sure that prominent Americans
will Join in a protest against such Inter¬
ference with the rights of lawabiding
American citizens."

FRIENDS HERE ANGRY
BECAUSE OF EXPULSION

Thought Due to Controversy
Here in 1915.

Friends of the Hev. Dr. Charles P.
Fagnanl, professor in Union Theological
Seminary, were surprised and angered
yesterday when they learned that he and
his wife were expelled from Germany
last Saturday because of his strong pro-
Ally utterances during the war.
Most of Dr. Fagnanl's friends said

they believed the man back of the ex¬
pulsion was tDr. Thomas C. Hall, who
In 1915 went to Germany to livo after
he had been dropped from the faculty
of the seminary for his pro-Gorman
statements. When Hall left ho said ho
was going to do relief work in German
prison camps, but after the United
States entered the war his name wart
frequently mentioned In connection with

the activities of German propagandists
in this country.

Dr. S. E. Mezes. president of City Col¬
lege and a close friend of Dr. Fagnanl,
said last night that he had heard from
the professor several times since July,
when Dr. Fagnanl sailed for Europe
but that so far as he knew Dr. Fagnanl
had no suspicion that any move was
under way to expel him from Germany.

"Of course I do not know who is
back of It," Hald Dr. Mezes, "but un¬
doubtedly it Is the work of personal
spite. At any rate it Is an outrage,
and I hope. In common with his other
friends, that an apology Is demanded.

"While Dr. Fagnanl was very loyal
during the war I did not think he was
too bitter. In fact, I believed his at¬
titude toward the Germans to be en¬
tirely fair."
An official of Union Theological Semi¬

nary who preferred that his name be
not used said:

"Dr. Fagnanl was prominent among
those In the seminary who resented the
pro-German outbursts of Dr. Hall, and
there is every reason to believe Hall has
seized this occasion to vent his spleen.
Hall, for example, Justlfled the sinking
of the Luaitanla, even going so far as
to publicly air his views the day after
that dreadful event.

"Several members of the faculty went
to Europe this summer. I know front
what I have heard that Hall was advised
Dr. Fagnanl also was Intending to visit
Europe. Hall met one of the professors
in Baden who was still on speaking
terms with him. and perhaps in this
way he learned that Dr. Fagnanl actu¬
ally was on German soli."

Dr. Fagnanl was born in this city in
1854 and has been connected with the
seminary for several years as professor
of Old Testament, literature and exe¬
gesis.

REDRESS FOR FACNANI
IS BELIEVED UNLIKELY

Germany Can Deport Whom
She Pleases, Says Washington
8j>erlol Despatch to The New Yosk Hqkai.d

New York Herald Bureau, 1
. Washington, I). C., Sept. 21. I

The State Department has not taken
official cognizance of the expulsion
from Bavaria of Rev. Dr. Charles P.
Fagnanl, professor In Union Theological
Seminary of New York, because the case
has not been officially reported.
As soon as the official report is be¬

fore the department it will be submitted
to Boring Dresel, American Commis¬
sioner at Berlin.

While It Is believed this Government
can do nothing In the case, the Incident
has left a bad Impression here. It Is
conceded that in the absence of special
treaty agreements Germany can deport
whom she pleases. Under the American
law, however, Germans In this country
who are offensive can be deported only
by proper application of law and through
legal process for deportation.

Dr. Fagnanl had a passport to travel
In Great Britain, France and Italy and
when entering Germany bad his passport
vised by the German officials according
to the usual cus'om.

l'LAN STUDENT EXCHANGE.
Madrid, Sept. 21..The Ministry of

Instruction Is Investigating a plan for
the exchange of professors of Spanish
and Belgian universities. It Is hoped at
the same time to introduce a system
under which the students of both na¬
tionalities may pursue their studies In
the universities of either country, count¬
ing their terms as though they were at¬
tending their own universities.
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GERMAN SOCIALISTS
MAKE UP TO CAPITAL
Compromise Decided by 5 to 1

Vote at Convention in
Goerlitz.

FEAR SOVIET WRECKAGE

Not Yet Ready to Take Over
Machinery of Production,

Leaders Say.

Special Cable to Tub Nbw Yobk Hkbald.
Copyright, litl, bp Tub New Yobk Herald.

New York faermld Bureau, I
Berlin, Sept. SI, I

Compromise and not conflict with cap¬
ital was decided on by a majority of
five to one by the Socialists at their
annual convention at Goerlitz in ap¬
proving participation of the German
People's Party in the coalition govern¬
ment. This decision is of the greatest
Importance, bacause the Majority So¬
cialists form Germany's largest party,
with 1,260,009 members and a predomi¬
nant Influence in the trade unions, witn
their 9,000,000 members.
The conference waa critical, 'because

thens were only two courses left open to
German labor.either to renounce the
old Socialist shibboleth and collaborate
with capital as far as necessary for the
maintenance of production or else to re¬
open the interclass conflict which would
thnaaten to paralyze industry,

End* Inconsistency.
The decision ends a long practised

inconsistency within the Majority So¬
cialist party which had an avowed
orthodox Marxian programme but
practised an out and out Democratic
policy. The Socialists fear Stinnesiza-
tlon as much as the American man in
the street blames the trusts for every¬
thing, but the same Socialists fear the
consistent communists even more. This
contradiction became evident at the
Cassel convention last year. The So¬
cialists then hoped to meet the diffi¬
culty by revamping the old party pro¬
gramme and appointed a large perma¬
nent commission to study the party
principles for a foundation upon which
to base tho revamped programme.
The fear of Soviet industrial disor¬

ganization among the majority Socialists
exceeds even their shrinking from an

outspoken class warfare programme.
This waa conspicuous during the sociali¬
zation agitation last year. The nation¬
alization or socialization of the basic
industries was their leading plan. But
when the people demanded of the So¬
cialist leaders whether they were ready
to assume a guarantee that production
would remain undiminished many So¬
cialists hesitated to push the demand to
Include the coal mines.
The workers who expected radical re¬

forms therefore drifted into the Com¬
munist party. But the bulk of German
labor remains essentially a small mid¬
dle class, desiring small steady incomes
more than a world social transformation.

Urged to Burn Old Frogrn mines.
At the present Goerlitz convention

Hermann Mueller, leader of the con¬
servative wing, declared: "Burn your
old party programmes drawn up before
the revolution Stlnnes is not the worst
by far In negotiating wage scales.''
The Socialists make the condition for

their entry into the Cabinet with the
Industrial party that the latter promise

to protect existing social legislation to
seek an Intercl&ss understanding and to
make possible the fulfilling of the repar¬
ations obligations to the furthest possi¬
ble degree through large participation
of capital.
The Industrial party at their meeting

next week can concede such generalities
without difficulty. Whun The New York
Herala> correspondent called the atten¬
tion of Socialist leaders to a clause re¬

lating to class harmony, thty replied
that they are as yet not qualified to
take over the machinery of production,
and added: "It Is better to assure the
gains we have made than to provoke a

new conflict which we are unable to
win."
The Goerlltz decisions postpone the

fusion of the two Socialist parties which
already are collaborating In many places.
The only active opposition to a com¬

promise, however, comes from the radi¬
cal workers who are practically leader-
less. This opposition is flndlng the only
real sympathy from Communists.
A broader significance of the GoerlUa

decision Is that the taxation conflict
which Is now dominating German politics
will be less likely to become purely a

class war.

ALLIES MAY HANDLE
GERMAN FINANCES

300,000,000 Marks Gold Due
November IS.

Bpectal Cable to Ths Nsw York Herald.
Copyright, lttt, by Ths Nsw Tome Hssald.

New York Herald Bureau, 1
Paris, Sept. tl. (

Germany's next reparation payment,
which is due November 16. is estimated
by the Allied Committee on Guaranties
at 300,000,000 marks gold, while Ger¬
many's expectations during the three
months ending June 1 are estimated at
1.260.000.000 marks gold.
Meanwhile the committee is much

concerned over reports that Germany
Is facing bankruptcy, which may pre¬
vent her meeting this payment. Mem¬
bers of the committee Intend to go to
Berlin Immediately to devise a scheme
for controlling Germany's finance and
exportatlons.
Statistics covering French Importa¬

tions from Germany In the period named
are not yet available.
Official statements made In Brussels

show that the continued dumping of
German goods in Belgium Is responsi¬
ble for the sudden halting of Belgium's
Industrial progress. German deliveries
during the first half of 1921 included
100,000,000 francs' worth of various kinds
of machinery, as compared with 40,000,-
000 francs last year; 62,000,000 francs'
worth of railroad material, as compared
with 12,000.000 last year, and 34,000,000
francs' worth of chemical products, as
compared with 20.000.000.

GERMANS PLAN CREDIT
BY GENERAL MORTGAGE
To Take in All Industries to

Meet Reparations.
By the Associated Press.

Berlin, Sept. 21..The German Rep
aration8 Commission, which Is deallnj
with the problem of raising funds to
future German indemnity payments, ha
approved a plan elaborated by Dr
Machenburg, looking to the creation o
a collective credit organization embrac
lng all industries, banks and realty own
ers. on the principle of limited Uabilit>
The plans contemplate the mortgag

lng to the State by each member of
fixed proportion of his holdings In re
turn for which certain abatements o
taxation would be granted.
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